
 

 

 

Commander Gareth Jenkins Royal Navy 

Cdr Gareth Jenkins grew up in Caerleon, South Wales and read Biological Sciences at Queen 

Mary College, London, and the University of Texas at Austin.  His Naval career has focussed in the 

areas of submarine operations and training; he has served in hunter-killer submarines since 2002 

and deployed to the Atlantic and Indian Oceans, the Mediterranean Sea and other areas.  

 

Gareth joined the Royal Navy as a Direct Graduate Entrant in 1999 and after Initial Warfare Officer 

Training in HMS Exeter, HMS Cornwall and HMS Shetland he volunteered for service in 

submarines in 2002.  Junior Warfare Officer appointments in HMS Torbay and HMS Trenchant, 

followed by Watchleader appointments in HMS Trafalgar and HMS Turbulent provided early 

operational exposure to the full spectrum of hunter-killer submarine operations.  

 

Successfully completing the United Kingdom Submarine Command Course (“Perisher”) in 2009, 

Gareth returned to HMS Turbulent as the Executive Officer.  Following a prolonged maintenance 

and re-generation period, HMS Turbulent deployed at short notice to the Eastern Mediterranean in 

March 2011 in support of OPERATION ELLAMY - the United Kingdom's contribution to the 

removal of the Gadaffi regime in Libya.  HMS Turbulent then re-deployed to the Indian Ocean in 

support of national strategic tasking before returning to Plymouth having completed a 10 month 

deployment.   

In June 2012, Gareth was appointed to the staff of Flag Officer Sea Training as the lead SSN 

Command Rider where he was responsible for the delivery of Operational Sea Training to the 

Royal Navy’s Trafalgar and Astute Class SSNs.  This challenging appointment included a period 

as the Special Projects Officer with responsibility for the conceptualisation and delivery of novel 

training programmes to enable the introduction to service of new operational capabilities of the 

Astute Class hunter-killer submarines.   

 

Promoted to Commander in March 2014 Gareth assumed Command of HMS Astute in August 

2014 during a port visit to Souda Bay, Crete.  Returning to the Clyde in October 2014 having 

completed her first operational deployment, Astute deployed again to the Mediterranean Sea in 

March 2015 for a rewarding operational deployment. 

 

Gareth lives in Plymouth with his wife and their two children.   


